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WeVeLeAe PLANS 37TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 





The 1951 meeting of the W.V.L-A. 
will be held at West Virginia State 
College, at Institute, on October 19 
and 20, ‘The Executive Committee has 
accepted the invitation of President, 
John W. Davis, to hold the Convention 
on the same week-end as the dedication 
of the new college library, The dedi- 
cation will take place Friday evening, 
\ctober 19, The speaker has not yet 
been aimiounced, 

Dr.Davis has appointed Miss hary 
Bb. wattles, W.V.L.A. President; hr, 
Charles @ Builer, Litrar:.n, West 
irginia University; hrs. Roy Bird 
Cook,Librarian, West Virginia Veparte 
ment of Archives and History; and Mr, 
J, Arthur Jackson, State Law Librari- 
an, to serve as associate menbers of 
he College Committee for the dedica= 
ion ceremonies, This committee will 
rhulste and help execute plans for 
the dedication, 

The Association received invita- 
tions from several libraries, All 
were carefully considered, Although 
it ucant holding the Convention in 
the sane locality for two consecutive 
years, nevertheless, the ixecutive 
voluuittee chose West Virginia State 
Uollege because it afforded an op= 
portunity to participate in the de- 
dication ‘of a new library, and it is 
centrally located in the state, eas= 
ily reached by several methods of 
transportation, 

A planning committee for the 
WeV.L.A, Convention has been appoint= 
ed by hiss Wattles, Mrs. Leonead P, 
urain, Librarian, West Virginia State 
College and Mrs. Robert North,Jr. are 
comchairnien, cerving with them on 
the local conmittee are Mrs, Judith 
Gordon, West Virginia State College, 
Miss Elizabeth yWuarrier, Morris Har- 
vey College, Miss Hazel Fisher, Tho-= 
as Jefferson Junior High, Mrs, Jati- 
ic Graham, Garnet Branch Library and 
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liiss Jane Brugger, hrs. Wiliiam Dawe 
son, hiss Lorena Ammar and Miss Doro= 
thy Twohig, all of Kanawha Canty Pub- 
lic Library, 

For the many librarians, who are 
doomed to inhabit old, cast-off public 
buildings,it will be a pleasure simply 
to visit a brand new librarv. For 
those who are planning a new building, 
in the not too distant future,it will 
be an opportunity to study the plan of 
the now conpleted West Virginia State 
College Library. Built in modern 
Tudor cesign, to harmonize with the 
rest of the campus buildings,the brick 
and stone building will house 170,000 
books, with provision for further ex= 
pansion by the addition of upper sto-= 
ries, rs. Drain, Librarian, hopes 
to have the 34,000 books comfortably 
housed there by the end of the sumer 
She will be able to quadruple the cde 
lection without even thinking of where 
she will put the books-==- a situation 
devoutly to be wished and seldom 
realized, 

Full plans for the nieeting will 
appear in the Septenber issue of West 
Virginia Libraries, We night say in 
passing that another new librarvmay 
be open for inspection during the 
Convention, The new lorris Harvey 
College building will have been come 
pleted by then, At present, circle 
the dates on your calendar and rest 
assured that there are busses every 
twenty minutes from Charleston to 
Institute, 





STUDENT ATTENDANCE AT CONVENTION 








The Executive Board at the Jane 
uary meeting announced thet "College 
students interested in the library 
profession will be permitted to ate 
tend the W.V.L.A. meetings without 
payment of registration fees and in 
numbers to be determined by the local 
chairman on the basis of capacity." 
This is an excellent way to interest 
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prospective librarians in the oppor= 

ie fe red by West Virginia 
libraries. Se if you have a likely 
candidate be sure to contact the local 
chairmen well in advance of the Con-= 
yention in October, 


OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 





The officers of the West Virginia 
Library Association elected at the 
1950 annual meeting at Charleston on 
October 21, 1950 ares 
President: Miss Mary Wattles, 

West Virginia University, 

Morgantowne 
Vice-President and President=-lect: 

Mr, Robert North, Jr., 

Kanawha County P,. L., 

Charleston, 

Secretary: Miss Helen Robinson, 
University High School, 
Morgantown. 

Treasurer: Miss Rosa Oliver, 
liarshall College, Huntington, 


Section chairmen elections are 
as follows: 
Public Library Section: 
luiss Frances Alderson, Kanawha 
County P. L., Charleston, 
College Library Section: 
Mrs, Vivian Boughter, West 
Liberty State College, 
West Liberty, 
Friends of the Library: 


a 


Mrs, I. D. Humphreys, Ronceverte, 











Appointments announced at the 
Executive Board heeting at Morgantown 
On January 19, 1951 are as follows: 
Nominating Committee: 

Miss Hazel Fisher, Chairman, 
Thomas Jefferson Jr. He. So, 
Charleston, 

Miss Jane Brugger, Kanawha 
County P. L., Charleston, 

Mrs, Leonead P, Drain, West Vir= 
ginia State College Institute, 

Committee on the Constitution and 
By-Laws 3 

Miss Ethel Green, Chairmian, 
Clarksburg, P. Le 

Miss Virgie Harris, Davis and 
Elkins College, Ulkins,. 

Miss Ruth Figgatt, Fairmont State 
College, Fairmont, 








Auditing Committees: 





Miss Mary Daniel, Chairman, Cen= 
tral High School, Huntington. 
Mrs, Kathryn Kravbill, Marshall 
College, Huntington, 
Membership Chairman: 
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Mrs, Barbara Widem, West Virginia 
Library Commission ,Morgantown. 
Federal Coordinators 
Mr, Robert North, Jr., Kanawha 
County P, L., Charleston, 
Committee on Intellectual Freedom: 
Mrs, Cliver Shurtleff, Chairman, 
Morris Harvey College, 
Charleston. 
Miss Faith Kessell, Dunbar High 
School, Dunbar, 
Mr, E, Hugh Behynier, Bethany 
College, Bethany. 
Miss Virginia Ebeling, Ohio 
County P. L., Wheeling. 
West Virginia Kepresentative on the 
A.L,A. Councils 
Mr, Robert North, Jr. replacing 
Mr, Charles E, Butler, who re- 
signed in Vctober, After the dly 
A.L.A. Convention, Miss Mary E, 
Wattles, will be Councilor, 











W. V. L. A. STATUS QUO 





At. present there are 101 person= 
al members of W.V.L.A. and 14 institu= 
tional memberships, Considering that 
there are approximately 81 libraries in 
the state, this is not a very high num 
ber, Any librarian or library wishing 
to join the Association may do so by 
sending a check to the Treasurer, Miss 
Rosa Oliver, Marshall College ,Hunting= 
ton, Dues are $2,00, personal member= 
ship; $5,00 institutional membership. 

The budget as of the Octcher 1, 1950 
audit showed a balance of $1,36.037 0 
More dues would mean more activities} 


ELEANOR HAMILTON MEMORIAL 





The Executive Board has voted to 
send $50.00 to the Ohio County Public 
Library to be used to buy books in mem 
ory of Eleanor Hamilton, Miss Hamil- 
ton, who died July 10 was one of the 
state's outstanding librarians, She 
was a past president of W.V.L.A. avi at 
the time of her death,w7s librarian of 
the Ohio County Public Library, Wheeling, 
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WES! VIRGINIA LIBRARY COMMISSION 





PROGRAM 1951-53 





Layman and librarians have contin= 
ved to ask, “How well did the Commis- 
sion come through legislature this 
year” 

The budget for 1951-52 is $89,910 
and for 1952=53, $79,910. Again, ex= 
tra equipment is allowed in the first 
ed of the biennium rather than the 

cond. Legislators know us more thor= 
eats each year and their interest in 
libraries continues to grow. Local ex= 
pression of appreciation of their mter= 
est is important for its continuation, 

Since the beginning of the denon- 
stration program in 1947 service has 
been started in 5 caaties, Monroe served 
. a guinea pig, While its unit of pop- 

ulation is too small for effective 
ane. it continues as a sounding 
board for Commission planning. The 
nulti-county demonstration in Ritchie, 
Valhoun, Jackson and Roane counties has 
been underway for nearly a year, This 
unit of counties is really challenging 
Conmission staff in its application of 
extension theories, Bookmobile sche= 
dules are under way and a county seat 
library 1S open one to two days per 
week in each county. Response from 
citizens is extremely heartening. 
The demonstration program 1s now 
double in its application, Stabiliza- 
tion ee, effectiveness of service al- 
ready initiated must be considered as 
well as expansion into new territory. 

Now that the Public Library Inqui- 
ry has been completed, all librarians 
and board menbers have a definite obli- 
gation to examine at least the one a 
wue, "The General Report of the Publi 
Library Inquiry" by Dr. check aes 
Leigh, ts authenticity in outlining 
laninun standards of effective service 
Can serve as a guide for the next ten 
years, Certainly state-wide planning 
will involve many of its principles, 


Dora Ruth Parks, 
Executive Secretary. 


CHARLES E. BUTLER PUBLISHES NOVEL 





On March 1 "Follow Me Ever" by Mr, 
Charles E, Butler, Librarian, West Vir= 
ginia University and past president of 
“.VoL.A., was published by Pantheon's 
Books, New York, In the words of Pan-= 
theon's press release, "Ellis, a minor 
clerk at an air base in England, dis-e 
covered one evening that his hands 
showed strange wounds, stigmata... The 
train of events that follow haunt the 
writer, who tries to unriddle the signi- 
ficance of Lillis fate... The writer ac— 
tually makes the reader participate in 
the process of memory, in its "teche 
nique", as he endeavors to rescue from 
oblivion Eliis, the passive hero of the 
story, and with him a part of his own 
life already receding into the shadow 
of forgetfulness," The tale is told 
with ali the poetic insight and finesse 
which was shown in Mr, Butler's book of 
poetry, "Cut is the Branch. "Very favar= 
able reviews have appeared in the New 
York Times Look Review, April 1 and 
the New York Herald Tribune Book Review, 
March 18, ‘The book is to be published 
in England later this year. All who 
ave read the poems and "Follow he 
Bver" will be happy to know Mr, Butler 
has started a second novel, as yet une 
titled, about i6th century England and 
Ireland, Our heartiest congratulations 
on a book well done and a sincere wish 
for many mens 


SCHOOL LIBRARY NewS 


oi 


Last Octcber the state organiza= 
tion of school librarians, which meets 
annually during the West Virginia Edu= 
cational Associuticn Convention, held 
a luncheon neeting in Charleston, Mrs, 
Nora Beust, U, S, Office of Education 
was guest speaker, 

The state chairman for 1950=51 is 
Mrs, Helen Weber, St, Marys High School . 

County organizations are active 
throughout the state, Kanawha County's 
school library group has inaugurated an 
annual book exhibit, On April 21 Kanaw= 
ha County school librarians held a 
luncheon nieeting in Charleston, 


LIBRARY 
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY 
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COLLEGE LIBRARY NEWS 





pAIRMONT STATE COLLEGE: The new lib- 


ee 


rary building at Fairmont State 
should be couipleted before the fall 


term, “emington Rand and Sjostrom 
have received the bids for furnie 


ture and shelving, Visitors are 
WELCOME o 
Harold Jones, Librarian, has 


announced that the college library 
ig developing an extensive file of 
occupational information pamphlets 
for the use of students who want 
tual information about vocations, 
available waterial at present 
covers approximately 50 occupations 
from accountant to zoologist, such 
varied fields as that of air condi- 
tioner, buyer, fashion designer, 
musician, psychologist, traffic mana= 
ger and teacher are included, Stu= 
dents who want data about how to pre-= 
pare for, enter into, and progress in 
occupations suited tc their abilities, 
interests and education will find ma- 
terial about the Senne sacwieiiag: and 
training of diesel engineers, journal- 
ists, lawyers, ex pO orters and foundry 


worker 


sn 


ca 


Ramarry + a) — £ ; i hte 
MARSHALL ZOLLEGE: Courses in Library 


Science will be given at harshall 
College at both Sumuer Sessions,1951, 
S 


ihe courses will be under the directe 
ion of a visiting instructor hold= 
ing a master’s degree in Librarv Scie 
ence, The courses to be given are: 
First semester-=Children's Literature, 

Adiiinistration of School Libraries, 


and Reference and Bibliography; Sec- 
ond semester=-History of Books and 
Libraries, and Cataloging and Clas-= 
S1I1cations 

"Your Key to the James E, Mor= 
row Library" was prepared by the 
staff in August 1950 to give infor-= 
uation to new students on how to use 
the librarv, A section for gradu- 
ate student services was also included, 

A Recordak was purchased for 
the Library and has been in use for 
about a year, Microfilms for the 
New York Times since 1939, the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor beginning in 
1934, and the Parthenon, local student 
paper, are available, 


POTOMAC STATE SCHOOL: The Folio 
Book Club of Potomac State School 


meets in the college library on the 
first and third Friday of each month, 
Under the sponsorship of the Libra= 
rian, faculty menbers, townspeople, 
and students present book reviews, 
follewed by group discussion, The 
outstanding program of the year was 
given by 4 of Mrs. Norman Rodger's Enge 
lish students on the works of William 
Faulkner, ‘his was a scholarly  pre= 
sentation given shortly after Faulkner 
won the Nobel prize, 


PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 





CLARKSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY: The General 
Federation of Women's Clubs held its 
54th annual State Convention in Clarks= 
burg on April 18, i9 and 20, The lib- 
rary exhibited the press books,friend= 
ship scrap books, hobbies and prize 
Winning dental posters, Miss Ethel 
Green, Librarian, was ome @ the judges 
of the friendship scrap books, The 
exhibits were housed in 3 mahogany 
plate glass museum cases donated by 
the Clarksburg Fifty Year Club, 

The library recently added a copv 
of Melville Davisson Post's "Twilight 
in West Virginia" to its complete col- 
lection of the author's fiction, This 
work has been set to music by Eugene 
Jose Singer and was given its premier 
in Clarksburg on April 2, 

Miss May Potter, Junior Dept., 
features a Saturday morning story hour 
for children, In early spring this 
fas replaced by a music appreciation 
course for young people, It was greete 
ed with as great an enthusiastic re= 
sponse as the adult programs given in 
the evenings, 
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HUNIINGLON PUBLIC LIBRARY: The Lib-= 
rary has seen any improvements this 
past winter=-= anew rocf and new 
front doors, the latter being less 
Brobdingnagian than the old ones; 
shortly the Bookmobil headquarters 
will be moved from the assembly room 
to its new home on the ground floor, 
where it 1ill share with the Catalog-= 
ing Dept. a large room recently re= 
modeled to fit the needs of both, This 
room is made attractive by gaily colored 
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shelves, freshly painted work tables 
and desks, new ptt lights 
and brign®, new ss brick windows, 
ifter this wove, geo’ wili begin on 
the second fiocor to provide adequate 
accomodations for the Reference Dept, 


More than a year ago the people 
of Barboursville raised funds for the 
¢C e of a building to house their 


ibrary, which had long been bursting 

seams, After long and tedious 

wels sp2rt in refumishing, on March 9, 

with much publicity, the new lib-= 

rary was formally opened with a tea, 

Recent exhibits of the Circula- 

tion bent. featured Lenten reading, 

gardening and birds, and "Art as a 

Hobby! with the paintings of the 
"Grandma Moses" of the Tri-State 


KANAWHA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY:A spec— 
jai exnibit in March displayed sample 


pages of the manuscript of Mr, Charles 
E, Butler's novel 'Pollow Me Ever", 
showing the early stages of the work 


+h 


compared with the published form, It 
coincided with the publication of the 
book as well as Mr, Butler's appeare 
ance in Charleston at the Book and 
Author Lunchec Mo 


The Picture Collection under Mrs, 
Margaret Hilliard'’s aie ‘tion has grown 
tremendously, Teachers, students. 


club women, artists, the Children’s 
Museum and display directors of 
local department ores find it niost 


useful, In March, Mr. Scott Kirke 
patrick, Ballet Theatre's advance 


representative. gave the library a 
feluable collection of detailed photo= 
graphs of virtually all the sets used 
by t+ Theatre, 
+ als issued by the cle: 
of the Senate and the House of Dele 
gates of the current Legislature was 
sent by daily messenger service to 
the Reference Dept. In addition to 
the Journal of each house ,mimeograph= 
ed copies of all bills as they first 
appeared were available, as well as 
the printed copies of the bills with 
amenduents, The report to members on 
the legislative proceedings compiled 
by the West Virginia Chamber of Com- 
merce was received weekly, 

Kanawha County Public Library is 
now participating in the cooperative 
cataloging program of the Library of 


“4 


Congress, Copy for all West Virginia 


“ks 
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state documents beginning with the 
1951 imprints and copy for earlier 
West Virginia material requested wy LC 
is being supplied. To date 7 titles 
have been cataloged, 4 of which are 
already available in printed form, 

The puppet show "The Easter 
Bunny" was shown in March by the Boys! 
and Girls’ Dept. Interested chiidren 
of the librarv club do the work under 
Miss Wilma Brown's supervision. 

The library was asked to particie 
pate in the choosing of A.L.A.'s Note 
able Books of 1950, Of the 40 titles 
chosen, 31 were on the list submitted 
by Kanawha County Public Library, 


OHIO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY: The Music 
Dept. organized in 1946, reports a 
large increase in circulation of reo 
ords during the past year.New records 
in the 45 and 333 CePoM, speeds are 
popular, During 1949=50, 7,062 records 
were borrowed for home use, while 
2,376 were played in “the Library's 
listening rooms, This year in Jane 
vary 1367 records were circulateds in 
February, 1720 records, This is a 72% 
and 161% gain over the same months last 
year. Selections from Broadway musi= 
cals and children’s story records were 
the most popular, Followin; closely 
were Tsc haikovsky Symphonies No. 5 

and 6, Ravel's "Bolero", Handel's "Mes= 
ane Strauss Waltzes and the works 
of Gilbert and Suilivan.An increasing 
nunber of requests were received for 
Mozart's Piano Concerto No, 20 and 
"Eine Kleine Nachtmusik": Haydn's Syme: 
phony No, 13 and the Franck "D,Minor;! 
Selections from operas were popular 
as was the piane music of Chopin, 
Liszt, and Debussy, 

A Recordak has been recently pr- 
chased, Microfilms of the Wheeling 
Intelligencer for the years 1853 to 
1935 are available, 

Since Septenber 1950 the library 
has participated with 10 other lib= 
raries and Oglebay Institute in aReg= 
ional Film Library. Each library re= 
ceives 10 new fiins per month, which 
are available to groups of 10 people 
or more, The films are ioaned on a 
24 hour basis or may be viewed in the 
Library's Music Room, There are 5h 
groups regularly using the service, 
while approximately 5,000 people view 
the filins each month, 
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irginia Librarie is the 
Official organ of the West Virginia 
Library Association, It is published 
quarterly. Contributions and other 
communications should be addressed to 
the Editor. 
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Miss Virginia Ebeling, Librarian, 
states that with all those new media 
of conmiunication stealing the spotlight, 

is prreroner to note that circula- 
tion of books, always the MJlibrary'’s 
yardstick, shows a gain of over 1,000 
for the month of February, as compared 
with the statistics for the sane month 
last year. 


RALEIGH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY: The Lib= 
rary ended the Fleet ty June 30, 
1950 with 9.000 volumes on the shelves, 
Since Sept, 1, new books have been 
added at the rate of 50 to 75 each 
month, The Beckley Junior Woman's Club 
has sponsored the redecoration of the 
Library and the opening of a separate 
departnent for juvenile borrowers. 
Venetian blinds, freshly painted shel-= 
ves and tables, and new draperies have 
wade the library an attractive place, 
The Club, which has spent $1500 on the 
library during the past two years, is 
planning an open house in April. 








PERSONNEL EBB AND FLOW 





Mrs, Cecil Graham was appointed 
librarian of Raleigh County P. L., Beck= 
ley, January 1. Mrs. Graham previously 
served as co=—librarian with Mrs. & kL. 
Allenbaugh, who resigned to join her 
husband in Florida. ys. Felix Fisher 
has been named as assistant, 
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Miss Jane bh. Burdick, M.S.L.S., 


Syracuse Univ., was appointed assis= 
tant librarian in charge of circulation 
and reference at the Fairmont State 


College on October 1, 

New staff members of the James E, 
Morrow Library, Marshall College are 
Miss Jean Buchanan and Mr.Sherwood Kirk, 








iiss Buchanan, George Peabody College ‘9, 
B.S.L.0.. was formerly a librarian at 
Oak Ridge. Tenn, before joining the 
Cataloging Dept, last September Mr. Kirk, 
Univ. of Illinois '50, M.S.L.S., came 
February 1 from the Circulation Dept, 
of his Alma Mater, He is now in charge 
of the Circulation Dept. Marshall College, 

Gulliver, the Huntington P.L.book= 
mobile has a new Mistress§ Miss Avis 
Dean Mitchem has recently joined — the 
staff as bookuobile librarian.Her pred 
ecessor, Miss Virginia M, Stevenson has 
taken a job at the Detroit Pubhe library. 

Our best wishes to Miss Donna Belat 
and “r, Harold Harlan, both Commission 
field-workers, who have set April 28 
as their wedding date, 

New At. Kanawha County P.L. is Mrs. 
Benjatiin Pumo. who is library assistant 
in the Circulation Dept, She comes to 
Charleston from the public library of 
Teaneck, N, J. Relatively new, at the 
same library is Mrs, hary V._Hays, lib-= 
rary assistant in the Cataloging Dept., 
who conies via Library of Congress and 
the University of Pennsylvania Library. 
Mrs. David Bouldin, West Virginia Univ, 
is cataloging t the Ritz Collection of 
Kanawha County P.L, Mrs. Bouldin had 
formerly been in school library work in 
West Virginia, 

Mrs. Hilda Worley was appointed 
assistant librarian at Potomac State 
School in September, 

Mrs. Mary A. Reese, who was lib- 
rarian of the Raleigh County P, | 
Beckley, for many years died last July, 
She had wany friends throughat the state, 























MYSTERY 

As an aftermath of the 1950 WV.LA. 
Convention in Charleston there is an 
unsolved mystery, Namely, WHAT hap-= 
pened tc the Convention questionnaires? 
Twelve were received and the suggestions 
and criticisms were most helpful, but 
what of the others? Anyone knowing 
the whereabouts of the others’ please 
contact Miss Mary E, Wattles, West Vir= 
ginia University Librarv, Morgantown, 





